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Rooting Powder vs. Rooting Gel: Understanding the Advantages
Rooting powder and rooting gel are both commonly used for propagating plants by cuttings. However,
rooting powder has several advantages over rooting gel, which make it a preferred choice for many
growers.

1. Ease of Application and Less Mess: Rooting powder is generally easier to apply
compared to rooting gel. The powder form allows for a more controlled and uniform
application on the cuttings. In contrast, rooting gels can be messy and sticky, making the
application process more cumbersome.

2. Longer Shelf Life: Rooting powders typically have a longer shelf life than rooting gels. The
gel formulations can expire and deteriorate faster, losing their effectiveness over time. This
shorter shelf life can be inconvenient and lead to more frequent replacements.

3. Reduced Risk of Disease Transmission: The dry nature of rooting powder can reduce
the risk of transmitting diseases between cuttings. Unlike rooting gels, which can harbor
bacteria or fungi if not properly maintained, rooting powders are less likely to become a
breeding ground for pathogens. This aspect is particularly important for growers who are
propagating sensitive or disease-prone plants or plants intended for consumption.

4. Cost-Effectiveness: Generally, rooting powders are more cost-effective in the long run.
Given their longer shelf life and ease of storage, you can use the same bottle of powder for
a longer period compared to rooting gels.

5. Simplicity and Tradition: Rooting powders have been used for a long time, and many
gardeners prefer them due to their simplicity and traditional use. They are often seen as a
more "natural" option compared to the more processed gel formulations.

6. Dry Storage and Handling: Unlike gels, rooting powders don't require special storage
conditions such as refrigeration. They can be stored easily in a dry, cool place without any
special considerations.

In conclusion, while both rooting powder and rooting gel are effective for plant propagation, the powder
offers advantages in terms of ease of use, better shelf life, cost-effectiveness, reduced risk of disease
transmission, and with Hormex, multiple strengths for all plant varieties. These factors often make rooting
powder a more desirable choice for growers and plant enthusiasts.
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